
GENERATIVE    AI
Writing Instructors

for

WEEK 2



Check-In
1. Any questions or concerns about last week’s topic or
today’s?

2. What are you planning to write about? And are you
writing alone, or with a friend?



Objectives
Meeting #2: AI for Idea

Generation

Try out methods for using AI to

generate and refine ideas.

 

Understand how to develop good

prompts for idea generation.

Begin outlining your writing

assignment with the assistance of

AI tools.  



AI for Idea
Generation



AI for Idea Generation

Let’s take a look at the toolbox
section. 

AI Writer Toolbox

https://sites.google.com/sjsu.edu/aiwritertoolbox/ai-for-idea-generation?authuser=0


Prompt Example
Easy identification of
potential keywords

Lack of hedging
language



Prompt Example
Division into topical
clusters

Very distilled and
simplified explanation
of issues

Easy identification of
potential keywords



Other Applications
Ask AI to generate suggestions for research methodologies.
Ask AI to generate recommendations for scholarly
databases.
 Ask AI to generate specific keywords relating to a topic to
help with a database search if the initial topic brainstorm
doesn’t produce results. 
Conduct a “reverse interview.” 



AI Hallucinations
WHAT ARE THEY?

“When an algorithmic system generates
information that seems plausible but is
actually inaccurate or misleading...” (The
Conversation)

HOW DO WE DEAL WITH THEM?
Double-check, cross-check, verify! This can
also be used as a strategy to help students
develop a research practice.

Start Your Research
Library Online Tutorials

https://library.sjsu.edu/start-your-research
https://library.sjsu.edu/az/tutorials


How can you account
for AI Bias?

What biases may
appear in my

questions or prompts? 

What kind of
responses am I

expecting? 

How does AI
address biases
and gaps within

answer (if at all)?

What kind of biases
appear in my own

wording of prompts
that the chatbot

might pick up on?

How effectively
have I addressed
possible biases in

my writing?



Caveat
For this to be effective, some basic knowledge about the topic

is required. 

AI relies on the data on which it is trained—which includes all

sorts of sources that may or not be relevant. 

It cannot replace the research process. 

It is worth considering whether the intended use of AI will be

time-effective. 



In small groups of 2-3, use ChatGPTEdu to do the following: 
Generate 2-3 different potential perspectives on your chosen
topic.
Generate related subtopics.
Explain the genre expectations of the writing assignment
(op-ed).

Activity, Part 1

We will come back together as a group after time to share
findings, thoughts, and pros/cons of the exercise. 



Homework
Refine/complete your outline and have it ready

for next week. Upload a copy to Canvas.



Use AI to generate an outlines on your chosen topic (complete with
any chosen perspectives or subtopics you’ve decided to include).

Remember that the point of the activity is to practice writing prompts
that avoid having ChatGPT develop the argument for you. The goal
is to produce a potential outline based on your decided argument. 

Homework Tips



Questions?
AI Writer Toolbox:
sites.google.com/sjsu.edu/aiwritertoolbox

Email:
writingcenter@sjsu.edu

Website:
sjsu.edu/writingcenter/

https://sites.google.com/sjsu.edu/aiwritertoolbox
http://sjsu.edu/writingcenter/


Thank you!


